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ROUTE: Killarney Waterfront – Georgian Bay – Philip Edward Island 
 
CHIKANISHING CREEK AND GEORGIAN BAY 
 
BASE CAMP OPTION (Glamping!) 
Being shuttled out on our water taxi offers the option to base camp! Bring along extra gear, a cooler or even lawn 
chairs to make your stay more glamorous! Killarney Outfitters will shuttle you to your destination on Philip 
Edward Island where you can set up base camp and paddle around and explore for up to a maximum of 21days. 
We will then pick you up at your base camp and shuttle you back to the Killarney waterfront.  
 
CROWN LAND CAMPING 
Philip Edward Island and the smaller islands around it are mostly Crown Land, meaning that no camping permits 
are required for Canadian citizens. If you are an international visitor, the rentals from Killarney Outfitters will 
exempt you from these permits. Parking permits are required and can be picked up at the Killarney Provincial 
Park’s main office. Leave them in your window and you’re ready to go! 
 
Since Philip Edward Island is Crown Land, you may camp anywhere other than private property (i.e cabins) 
including the surrounding islands. This allows great flexibility in terms of your route – just keep paddling until 
you get tired or find the perfect spot. Although a rarity, remember that bears can (and will) swim out to island 
campsites, so take every precaution that you would on the mainland. 
 
Residents of Canada may camp free of charge on Crown land for up to 21 days at any one site, except where 
posted otherwise. 
 
*Please note that a section of the northern shore of Collins Inlet is within the Killarney Provincial Park 
Boundary, so permits are required for the two campsites there. 
 
GEORGIAN BAY 
Georgian Bay is separated from Lake Huron by Manitoulin Island (the largest lake island in the world) to the 
north, and the Bruce Peninsula to the west. The bay is often referred to as the “Sixth Great Lake” due to its 
enormity and the fact that it behaves like a great lake – creating its own waves, currents, and even weather. The 
granite which forms the basin of Georgian Bay, and the islands within it, are a small part of the Canadian Shield 
– bedrock was exposed over 11,000 years ago by glacial activity at the end of the last ice age. The aqua clear 
waters found throughout Lake Huron are fully on display here; set against the magnificent rock formations that 
comprise Philip Edward and Manitoulin Islands. Like much of the Killarney area, the rugged beauty of Georgian 
Bay was a great source of inspiration for the Group of Seven; these artists are celebrated Canadian painters most 
famous for their Canadian wilderness landscapes. 
 
Archaeologists have made discoveries at Sheguiandah (on Manitoulin Island) which indicate that Paleo-Indian 
and Archaic cultures lived in the Georgian Bay region from 10,000 BCE to 2000 BCE. Later, Georgian Bay was 
the territory of the Anishinaabeg First Nations peoples on the northern shore, and the Huron-Petun (Wyandot) 
to the south. At this time, the waters of the bay functioned as an important trade route between the Algonquin 
and Huron Nations. Manitoulin (meaning “spirit island”) is revered as sacred land by the Anishinaabe people 
who used to inhabit it. 
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After the European discovery of North America, Etienne Brulé became the first European to explore the Bay in 
1610. Brulé was sent by Samuel de Champlain, then Governor of New France, to exchange places with a young 
Huron named Savignon. The famous Champlain himself visited soon after, and became the first European to 
map the area in 1615–1616. At this time, Champlain named the Bay "La Mer Douce", meaning “the calm sea”. In 
1822 it was renamed "Georgian Bay" after King George IV of England by Lieutenant Henry Wolsey Bayfield of 
the Royal Navy. 
 
The Killarney region was first settled by French Canadian fur trader Étienne Augustin de Lamorandière and his 
Anishinaabe wife Josephte Saisaigonokwe in 1820. The couple established a trading post named Shebahonaning 
(“canoe passage”) where the town of Killarney  is now located. Until 1962, when Highway 637 was constructed, 
the primary access to Killarney from the outside world was via Georgian Bay.  
 
PHILIP EDWARD ISLAND 
If you are planning to paddle the loop around the island, it is best to do so counter-clockwise due to the 
prevailing winds in the area. This route covers approximately 50km of island shoreline from start to finish. From 
“The Chik” creek, head onto Georgian Bay and follow the southern shoreline towards Beaverstone Bay on the 
island’s south eastern end. On windier days it is best to paddle through the channels formed by the many islands 
rather than venturing further out in open water to keep away from any unpleasant weather.  
 
An alternative option for shorter trips is to simply tour around the islands on Philip Edward Island’s southern 
shore such as the Fox Islands. We recommend the south shore rather than Collins Inlet for smaller trips because 
it is more scenic and there are far more islands, peninsulas, and bays to explore. The southern shore is not 
sheltered from the Georgian Bay as Collins Inlet is, so be prepared for some waves.  
 
Philip Edward Island has been rated by several international canoe and kayak magazines as one of the top ten 
paddle destinations in North America. It was originally formed 4.5 billion years ago with the rest of the Canadian 
Shield. Over time, Philip Edward Island was split from the mainland by the fault line which lies beneath Collins 
Inlet. More recent glacial activity (roughly 4 million to 12 thousand years ago) has scraped and carved out 
spectacular rock formations and left behind the innumerable small islands, bays, inlets, and coves. 
 
COLLINS INLET 
Collins Inlet is a beautiful location that is steeped in Canadian history. Long before the paddlers and motor boats 
of visitors today this was an important sheltered route for Native Peoples and early European explorers as they 
navigated the rough waters of Georgian Bay. Samuel de Champlain – founder of Quebec City and New France in 
1608, passed through Collins Inlet to make camp at (the present day location of) Killarney in 1615.  
 
An old logging town once thrived at the mouth of the Mahzenazing River when the industry was booming in the 
late 19th century. Beginning in the 1850’s, logs felled in the area around Bell, Johnnie, and David Lakes and were 
sent to Collins Inlet via the Mahzenazing River to be milled. All that is left to remind us of these bygone days are 
the remains of the old sawmill which still litter the area. Massive pilings that once supported wharves stand out of 
the water to speak to the intensity of past industrial activity. Although mere ruins today, this was certainly a 
prosperous hub at one time – capable of supporting several lumber companies and hundreds of citizens by the 
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1880s. In 1918 a fire destroyed the mill and effectively shut down economic activity, causing the decline and 
eventual abandonment of Collins Inlet. 
 
FOX ISLANDS 
The Foxes are a great destination for those who don’t have time to paddle the entire loop around Philip Edward 
Island, as it is only a day’s paddle out to them. The one drawback is that it involves paddling on the open waters 
of Georgian Bay for 1 km, so this is only advisable in good weather conditions. Around the Foxes there is plenty 
to explore by foot and by boat; it is all set against a magnificent backdrop of scenery. To one side the La Cloche 
Mountains tower above the trees, while to the other Manitoulin Island rises out of the vastness of Georgian Bay. 
These small islands are a group of smooth pink granite rock formations topped by juniper bushes and rugged 
pines. These islands play host to a great variety of amphibians and reptiles, including three of Georgian Bay’s 
threatened species of snakes (eastern fox snake, eastern hognose snake, and the massasauga rattlesnake), spotted 
turtles, and five-lined skinks.  
 
The Fox Islands are located roughly 7km from “The Chik” creek, just off the southern shoreline of Philip 
Edward Island. When you exit “The Chik”, paddle towards the tip of Philip Edward Island (“South Point”). Bear 
south around this point and continue along the southern shoreline of the island, passing dozens of other small 
islands along the way. The Foxes have many sheltered bays in which you can land your kayak, step out of your 
boat and check out the area to find your perfect site! 
 
*Please note that Low Island is privately owned, and thus the only one of the Foxes where visitors are not 
permitted. 
 
Suggested Campsites  
* Campsites can almost always be seen from water level, however, exit the boat and check out the area to 
discover the best suited spot. Many areas have been sited by other paddlers and have a fire pit and tent areas 
already marked by large rocks! 
 
East and West Desjardins Bay  
Together the two Desjardins are one of the larger bays on the southern shoreline. The many small islands, shoals, 
and unique rock formations make this area lot of fun to paddle and explore.  
 
West Desjardins point has a large, flat rock area which is perfect for large groups to set up camp! 
 
Solomon Island 
Solomon Island is one of the larger islands around the western end of Philip Edward, and a lovely place to camp. 
 
Deer Island 
Check out the southern shores of Deer Island! Although it may not look like much from the water; climb up on 
to the elevated rocky shores to find may flat campsite areas. 
 
Hinks Island / Hinks Point 
This area is a favorite among paddlers as there are many campsites available. This is a great base camp to paddle 
to The Chickens and Beaverstone Bay! 
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Other amazing places to check out! 
 
Solomon’s Bay 
Hiding behind Campbell Islands lies Solomon’s Bay, also accessible (depending on water levels) via the marsh on 
the north-eastern end of East Desjardins Bay. This is a beautiful sheltered area scattered with many water lilies 
and lily pads, a great place to spot wildlife! 
 
Big Rock Portage 
The one optional portage in this area is located around the mid-point of Philip Edward Island on the Big Rock 
peninsula. This 400m portage is the best way though this particular area on a windy day, as it can be very choppy 
during strong winds. Always check the weather prior to any outdoors trip. 
 
Garbage Bay 
Garbage Bay is quite charming with many rocks. As its name states there, at one time, was a “pile of garbage” or 
bygones from another decade on its shore; this as been cleaned up over the past years, however, still holds its 
name. Many hidden passages scatter this area and are fun to discover! Keep a map at hand to see throughway 
paths. 
 
The Chickens 
These groups of islands are a popular resting place for paddlers making their way to French River. Many also 
enjoy checking out these islands as day trips while circumnavigating Philip Edward Island. With clear water and 
rounded rock formations The Chickens are inviting for explorers and photographers alike. 
 
For the more adventurous advanced paddlers – The Hawk Islands and Green Island are an approximate 4-6km 
from the southern shore of Philip Edward Island. Island hop from The Foxes to make this trip more scenic! This 
route is only suggested for strong paddlers as it can be very choppy on the open water and wind conditions can 
change fairly quickly. Check the marine weather report for Georgian Bay before venturing out to this area. 
 
EMERGENCY RETURN POINT – CHIKANISHING CREEK 
This return trip can be a bit tricky; the entrance to “The Chik”  is easy to miss if you do not come at it from the 
right direction. The best way to go about this is to paddle due north towards the shoreline from the very tip of 
Philip Edward Island (South Point), then turn your boat westward and paddle between two small islands on your 
left and the shore on your right. This is a marshy area that is deceptively passable and leads into “The Chik”.  
 
If paddling the right way, a painted yellow star and a right hand turn street sign, have been put up to help find 
your way. If you pass “The Chik” access point, the East Lighthouse for the town of Killarney will come into 
view. This is when you need to turn back and try again. 
 
Paddle up “The Chik” back to the access point where you have started the paddle just days before. Leave the 
boat here, and Killarney Outfitters will come and pick it up. Please return the equipment to the outfitters. There 
is a large grey box in front of the paddle shop for late gear returns. 
 
Some things to see while visiting the town of Killarney! 
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Once in the town of Killarney, sit along the Killarney channel and cast a line; or even try Herbert’s Fish & Chips 
- caught in Georgian Bay! Check out the East Lighthouse down Ontario Street if you are looking for a nice quiet 
spot to relax. There is also access to the lighthouse through the Lighthouse Trail which is located by the entrance 
of the Killarney Mountain Lodge property (just left of the drive way).  
 
If arriving early, you may want to take a ride over to George Island (the opposite side of the Killarney channel) 
where you will find a nice easy day hike. The trail will lead you through the small forest and out onto a beach - a 
great swimming spot on a hot summer’s day!  Along the way, old remnants of tar vats scatter the shore and a 
variety of wildlife can be seen if quiet enough. The trail then follows the shore line in a loop around the island. 
 
There are many other hiking trails and fun day paddles in the area. Stop by Killarney Outfitters for more 
information and one of our staff will be more than happy to assist you! 
 
Hope you have a great trip and enjoy your time in Killarney! 
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TToollll--FFrreeee::      11--888888--222222--33441100          TTeell::    770055--228877--22882288          FFaaxx::    770055--228877--22669911      

ppaaddddllee@@KKiillllaarrnneeyyOOuuttffiitttteerrss..ccoomm          wwwwww..KKiillllaarrnneeyyOOuuttffiitttteerrss..ccoomm  

CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk  @@  KKiillllaarrnneeyy  OOuuttffiitttteerrss 

mailto:Info@KillarneyOutfitters.com
http://www.killarneyoutfitters.com/

